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April 4, 1997
U M ’S FIRST NATIONAL COMPETITORS RETURN FROM M ODEL UNITED NATIONS 
M ISSOULA -
The University of Montana’s first collegiate team to compete in National Model United 
Nations returned from New York this week with a storehouse of knowledge.
Nine UM students traveled to New York March 23-29 to compete in National Model 
United Nations. They are the first UM students to compete on a national level. For more than 30 
years, UM has hosted the Montana Model United Nations, which brings state high school students 
to Missoula to compete in a mock United Nations during the week of Thanksgiving.
The UM team was small by comparison to other national teams said Jason Flynn, a 
competitor and director o f this fall’s Montana Model United Nations. Flynn said the team probably 
finished in the top 20 of the 200 teams competing, although only the top 15 teams earn awards. 
The gathering drew 2,000 delegates representing 80 schools from 18 countries.
More importantly, the team made contacts with the directors of other state conferences and 
came back to UM with a new set of resources and ideas to help strengthen Montana Model United 
Nations, Flynn said.
"It was the most intense academic experience of my life," said Flynn, a senior studying 
history and political science. "It’s like taking an entire semester-long class on international 
relations and cramming it into one, long week."
The team, which was organized this academic year, faced competition from teams which
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had taken semester-long courses to prepare them for nationals, Flynn said.
The UM team represented the African country of Senegal. While in New York, the team 
members were able to meet with the permanent delegate to the UN from Senegal and also spent 
two hours talking with the Senegal representative to UN committees. Flynn said both UN members 
were impressed with the team’s knowledge of Senegal and reassured the students that their interests 
were in-line with Senegal’s foreign policy.
"They gave us a very accurate view of how treaties and cooperative kinds of relations 
between counties come about," Flynn said. "They explained why it takes so long and why it’s so 
complicated."
m
Contact: James Flightner, dean of the College of Arts and Sciences and MUN adviser, 243-2632; 
or Jason Flynn, MUN director, 549-4624.
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